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Senator Ford's bill

TAX to restore to the

schedule of taxable
CORPORATE property all franFRANCHISES.chises of railroad

and similar corporationsproposes a fair readjustment of the

tax burden. Before 1891 corporations paid a

franchise tax, but a change in the law has

given them immunity since that time, the

courts having held that franchises could not

be taxed either as personal property or as

real estate.
Senator Ford's amendment will make "real

property" include franchises, \Chich are the
most vaiuable assets of the railroads anu

other corporations affected. If this just bill
becomes a law hundreds of millions of dol-

lars will be added to the list of taxable property.and the revenues from this source will
cause a materi'al reduction in the tax rate.
There is pressing need for a more equable

distribution of the tax levy, and in this case

the relief will come from corporations that
can afford to give some substantial retufns
for the valuable favors this municipality has

bestowed upon them.

The solution of the

HANDWRITING now famous Adams

poisoning case seems
AND to hang upon the

CRIME. identification of a

few lines of handwriting,penned, of course, with an effort to

disguise the writer's natural hand. This is a

phase of detective work that is purely modern.
In the last ten years there have been many

criminal cases, particularly in the line of
forgery, where the only tangible evidence of

guilt or innocence of a suspect lay in a

onprimpn nf hfl nrl wri tinpr #
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To a certain extent this study of chirographyhas become an exact science. Such
strides has it made in recent years that it
would not be unfair to predict for it in the
near future the accuracy of chemistry. Men
who have devoted careful study to the subjecthave found that a human being's handwritingis as much a part of that being's
personality as his nose.and less changeable.

It is almost a physical Impossibility for a.

man to write, let us say, one hundred words,
without betraying his individuality in penmanship.True, there may be no apparent
resemblance, and to the naked eye the disguisemay b6 perfect, but when the letters
are magnified a thousand times, and thrown
on a screen until they seem to have been
written with a heavy pole, the chirographic
peculiarities of the writer are manifest. It

These figures are equally creditable to the

Evening Journal and to. the public. They
sho- that the great majority of newspaper

rea^rs have good taste and know a good
paper when they see it-

That the best evenSOMEing paper in New
Vork should have the

WONDERFUL h|gest .

FIGURES. only natural, and
'therefore the delude

of letters explaining why the Evening Journalis the best is logically followed by proof
that it is the most widely circulated. But
the extent of its lead over all others is a revelation,even to those that have had best reasonto appreciate it.
By the affidavits of newsdealers, speaking

from personal knowledge, it is established
that the Evening Journal is so far ahead of
all its evening contemporaries in popularity
that it really cannot be said to have any

competitors. In Newark its circulation, by
this sworn testimony, is one thousand copies
more per day than that of the Evening World.
In Paterson it is one and a half times as

great as the Evening World's circulation, in
Hartford four times, in New Haven five, in
Meriden eight, in Boston eight and two

elevenths, in Providence eleven, in Philadelphiatwenty, and in Worcester no less than

TRUSTS IN Cuba's output of tobaccois under way.CUBA Jt may take $40 000

LIBRE. WO to do it. but it is
>. v said that a New

York syndicate stands ready to advance the
money.
Another American syndicate has consolidatedthe street railways of Havana. And

still other schemes are in progress for organizinginto trusts every business in the
island that can be made profitable.
And why not? Didn't we whip Spain that

Cuba might be free, and are not our trusts
entitled to the usufruct of her freedom?
Don't trusts flourish unmolested throughout
this glorious Union? Of course they do.
Then why should we not bestow our preciousprivileges upon the Cubans?

It is a virgin field, and as the Spaniards
could not steal the soil or the climate, we

shall proceed to capitalize them and begin
the pleasant business of declaring dividends.
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is an interesting: study. Its perfection will
close another avenue of escape that has
hitherto been comparatively open to the
criminal.
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Representative DolTREASONliver, of Iowa, places

the responsibility for
' any trouble that may

HOME arise with the- Fili
j pinos where it belongs.In a recent speech in the House he

said:
"If,it.is necessary to use force in the Philippinesit will be due to the almost treasonable

utterances in this chamber, inviting: a barbarousnation to oppose the Government of
the United States."

V

The attempt to defeat the treaty has been
the only encouragement Aguinaldo has received.His defiance has grown in proportionto the progress made by Senators Hoar,
Hale and their followers against confirming
the work of the Paris Commission.
Without this treasonable assistance there

would have been no revolt in the Philippines,
and the critical situation we are now forced
to face would not have existed.

Senator Hoar, Grover Cleve-
land, nourke Lockran and
Andrew Carnegie should get
together and pass a vote of
thanks to Chairman Hull, of
the House Military Committee.With his monstrous Army
bill he is doing more than
all of them combined to make
expansion unpopular.

Dexter W a inAKNIGHT w r-i g h t.his name

shall be first and last
OF THE jn brief chroniFIREROOM. cle.is a fireman of

, J the second * class on

board the cruiser New York. With seven

companions he was at work in the interior of
one of the flagship's big boilers yesterday,
When some unknown person tampering with
the connecting cocks opened a valve which
admitted steam into the boiler. In a moment

the workmen were enveloped in a cloud of

scalding vapor.
They made their way to a ladder, which

4- ~ Mv^nll r. nholo o Kaita A corOmhl nd

out. Wainwright was slightly scalded, but

emerged in safety. Five of his companions
followed him. Two were missing. ThereuponWainwright descended into the blinding
pit again, found the two men, who had fallen
unconscious, and brought them out. Then,
scalded from head to foot, he fell to the deck,
dying.
It is a simple narrative of a day's work.

It appears in the newspapers at no great
length amid accounts of gigantic financial

corporations that are forming, criminals who
are at liberty, and rich and happy people who
are enjoying the fruits of life. In a few hours
Wainwright will probably die and the world
will spin merrily around and not stop to

grieve for him.
Had he fallen in battle the nation would

have heard of it and mourned for him. But
his lot in life was humble, and in the tumult
of life's affairs his death will pass unnoticed.
perhaps, save for some brief press notice, unknown.
Yet if there be merit in monuments, if in

marble shafts there lies a useful reminder to
future generations of an act of courage, of
complete self-abnegation that shone for the
moment as a bright meteor flashes through
the sky, then surely the world would be wise
to erect one to the memory of Dexter Wainwright.

CONDENSED EDITORIALS.
THIS IS A GREAT DAY at Washington.

Senator Piatt Is to make a speeeh. .Mr. Plait
has usually preferred to let his -deeds speak* for
him, but perhaps lie realizes the necessity of sayingsomething while lie can make himself heard.
The G'hauncey trombone is tuning up.

THE POPE has told the Roman nobles that
they must mend their morals. If the aristocracy
is to have no privileges, what "is the use of being
an aristocrat?

THE PROCKEIMXGS in the Kagnii trial yesterdayfurnished material for an addition to the
Indictment. T'nder Charge 1. "Conduct unbecomingan officer and a gentleman." should be put:
"Specification 2-*-In that the said Brigadler-C enerai
Charles P. Kagan did deliberately dictate the indecentexpression, herein Specified, t<> a defencelesslady, by him employed as stenographer."

ASSEMBLYMAN HENRYS BILL to allow
cities of the first, class to build and maintain hospitals.outside of their corporate limits, for the
treatment of consumption, should become a law.
Thousands of sufferers from this terrible disease
might be cured if given proper attention. The establishmentof such a hospital would lie a boon
to the poor, who are denied the care and nourish:
inent so necessary In eases of this kind. The

sequestration of consumptives would also prevent
tljflppread'of this nfTli«-(iou. which i* now acknowledgedto he contagions.

Honored by Troy Printers.
Troy, -V V., Jan. '24.

Labor Editor Evening Journal:
At last week's regular meeting of TypographicalUnion No. .">2 William it. Hearst was made an

honorary member by unanimous rising vote. The
resolution was proposed by John W. Byrnes, exdelegateto the International Typographical
Union, and at present foreman of Eisk's job
printing house, Troy.

Mr. Byrnes cited the fact that recently Mr.
Hearst's name was placed upon the honor roll of
San Francisco Typographical Union, and then
said, in part:

'"In moving to make William It. Hearst an

honorary member of this union I do so because I
beiieve it will he done, with a unanimous vote.

"Mr. Hearst by Ills actions as an employer of
printers has won not only the friendship of our

brothers of San Francisco, but of every member
of the International Union. He lias always refusedto enter into any combination of employ-
uiK primers « nn-ii ua» nui iifiu JOI u* uujtn i«t

improvement of the condition of journeymen as

well as employers and he crowned this fair policywhen he lately sent from New York to his
business manager in San Francisco the injunction
to stay away from a meeting of employing printersthere called for the purpose' of formulating a

lower scale of waives.
t

' Fcntlemer:,. in honoring a .man like Mr.
Hearst we honor "American manhood." J. M.

replied, "and that's where necessity and eourtsel
for the defence are very much alikt>. The prisonerwill have to take the limit.".Chicago News.

\ JnRtlflahle Apprehension.
"H isn't that I want the Philippines," said

the German Emperor.
"TThv are you so anxious to interfere, then?"

asked the confidential adviser.
"Jt's a matter of professional pride. I'm afraid

acme of theae -"ale will set to thinking that

HI ucaill :tl lui- lljtuus "H nc Iimnuif, luvirnu "i.

allowing his chum to-nicer that fate. A young
man named Henry Stokes played the part in a

creditable but not impressive manner. The inferencewas that he valued his life very little. It
sounds unkind hut I imagipe that the audience
valued it even less. The other roles were "interpreted"by Charles Silk.very narrow for the
price- Vrtl Vogel, .Malcolm Duncan. Suzefte
d'Xeflfe <1 was lost in admiration of the name),
Mabel Snider and Theodora Hollander. Mr. Silk
wore the whiskers of flve-and-flfty with the manTwo

of a Kind.
"l'our Honor," said the attorney who was makinga plea for the man who had been convicted of

stealing a ham. "I beg that the Court will be
lenient with this poor fellow. He stole, not. becausehe had a thievish disposition.' but because
he was hungry. It was necessary for him to have
food, and necessity. Your Honor, knows no law."
"The Court Is aware of the fact." His Honor

lightened age if it were not for that precocious
little quality called vanity, which the thearre
fosters.

The afternoon was divided Into three one-act
plays and a parcel of scenes from Shakespeare.
Of the former 1 can speak. Of the latter [
shall say nothing, because I thought I should be
doing Mrs. Wheatcroft a kindness by not listeningto the Shakespeare lessons. It is nice to be
kind occasionally, and there Is such a thing as

the kindness of omission as well as that of commission.So to the would-be Komeos and Juliets
and Beatrices and Hamlets I merely remark:
"Go ahead, my dears, and if yott want me to
come and see you when you have left school. I'll
come." After till, what is the use of watching
a Juliet in the process of construction? I like
my potion scenes well cooked, and Juliet on the
balcony of an afternoon seems rather unkind.

"At Sundown," a little play by George Totten
Smith, enlisted the services of seven people. It
proved to be one of those conventionally dramatic
Incidents In which gambling for a life Is the leadingthetne. The life In Ihis case was that of Tom
VTardsworth, a Columbia boy, who went heroically

Bahamas, anil I stilted these farts in a brief letlerta> the Herald. Goodwill afterward told nte

that when Maxwell, in the Auditorium. Chicago,
left the manuscript with hint, he did not even

open ihe package, and any one who knows Goodwin'saversion to reading manuscripts will readilybelieve this, as I do. He has plays shoved at

liiin everywhere by the dozen, anil his entire
time wool,] be taken tip in theiir examination. He

always has authors of standing tinder contract
for seasons fir ahead. Therefore, when he states

that when Maxwell waylaid him some evenings
afterward be returned the man his play without

< THC ACTOK-M/
V| p/ HK actor-inaking machine revolved yesterdayat the Madison Square Theatre, and

Adeline Stanhope-W heat croft turned the
crank. The house was so crowded that each aspirantfor stage honors must have had at least
half a dozen mothers, to say nothing of a neat
assortment of elder sisters and spinster aunts.
The relatives were packed In layers as high aa

the gallery. They even bubbled over into the
seats reserved for the blessedly fortunate press,
and demolished all the programmes long before
the curtain rose. Such anxiety to sec the dear
ones wrestling with the uncertainties of the
stage would he really remarkable in this en-

Of course ii will be understood that even if
Mr. Goodwin had given me the story of a play
and asked me to put it into shape It would have
been entirely proper for me to do so. unless he
told me at the time that the plot was stolen
goods. But this did not happen. Goodwin never

mentioned Maxwell's play to me.nor any other
play.nor did he at any time suggest or offer to

suggest any scene, situation, line or idea for use

in the play. We signed contracts for "Ambition"in September, 185*8, and the Instrument was

witnessed bv George .1. Appleton "and Richard
Hardiug Davis at the I'laza Hotel, this city, and
I then delivered, as stipulated in the contract, a

complete scenario of the play.plot, names and
description o? characters, scenes, incidents, etc.

This was fifteen months before Goodwin ever

laid eyes on Maxwell or his alleged play.the date

of this happy occurrence being fixed by Max
well's own affidavit as January, 18i)5.

In the Hall of 181)5 the play went into rehearsaland was produced at the Fifth Avenue
Theatre.

l'|i to this time I had never heard of Maxwell
or of ltis allege^ play, or that lie had submitted
a play to Goodwin. "When the suit was brought,
in January, 1H9H, I was about to leave for rite

Cornelius Vanderhilt, Jr., and the Cornelius Yanderbiltsand the Sloanes will he present, althoughMrs. Cornelius will still cling to her
mourning.

Perhaps this affair will bring about, the long
desired peace, and we may see Gallatin* and
Gerry*, Vanderbllt* and Wilsons gathering togetherin a sort of social millennium, and even

tiie Sloanes may possibly bridge over I heir difficulties.
I would like to see it. I am sure, and so

NO "AMBITION" I
To the Editor of the New York Journal:
f.\ REMARKABLE jury in Chicago has brought
C~\ In a verdict for *10,000 against Nat C.

ll LI Goodwin in favor of a John Maxwell, of
Chicago, on the extraordinary ground that Goodwinstole the plot of "Ambition" from said Maxwell'salleged play entitled "Congress" and gave
that plot to me. As my name figures prominently
in the case it is pertinent that 1 make a fen' re-*r»«rfc k

CHQLLY KNICKEI
p/ VERY fine day this weak Miss Fair and

|.' Mrs. Belmont have been driving down the
1_A Avenue, making purchases, no doubt, as

they stop at a great many shops.
,.. The new house at Xe\vi*>rt has to

he furnished and the trousseau

//fill} I niade ready, and all this must he

iMjJJ done within sixty days.
. i knew an ai«ng mm inf. woodingwould take place this Spring,

and very early, at that. Engagements which are

to last over a long period of time are never announcedso quickly.
The house at Newport is in the hands of

workmen, and the taking of the Train villa by
the Oelriehses presages an early and a long seasonat this resort.

And the wedding will take plaee in the beautifulHermann Oelrichs ballroom, and as Mrs. Oelriehsis popular with all the different warring
factions of society, on that day there will be
gathered under one roof the disturbing elements,
ind I hope that the Vnnderbilts will take occasionto make up and lie friends.
A house wedding is quite different from even

a cotillon, and it Is such a homelike affair that?
a discordant note would spoil everything. Mrs.

PBOCKEP'S CHAT
would everybody else. So that the new Mrs.
Vanderbilt has quite a mission to perform.

THERK will be a hotel at New-
port after all.

\ tjwT The Ocean House, of course, will
*> 'Wf.J not be rebuilt. Htit out at the New

v'liffH. where the Stevens Museum
is. there will be built a large ad-

dition and a ballroom. (
I refer to the Stevens Museum because the

proprietor invested much in the auction sale of
the late Mrs. Steveus's possessions, and he has

(
ins room In which these treasures are exhib- ,

ited. j
Among these I did not see the hair brushes

and other little toilet accessories of Auntie
Stevens, but a favorite old easy chair was there
in ail its glory.

This chair. I believe, used to be placed in Mrs.
Stevens's hondoir.

FOR the present, after their mar-

\ if riage. the young couple will not
i if 11 conspicuous in society. But

i the Fair girls were born to be
Ileaders.

I have always liked them for
their independence.

T remember when Mrs. Oelrichs gave her first

hall at Newport a certain unmarried woman. I

who in those days carried society along with her
with a high hand, on account of her father's
position, thought she would like to go to ttie
ball.

She had not been very civil in previous tiroes.
hut when she saw how eagerly people were to

IN "CONGRESS." *

By Henry Guy Carleton.
having unwrapped It I believe him absolutely.
Now. as to the alleged resemblance between

"Ambition" and Maxwell's alleged play. i

When the attorneys .both for Goodwin and Maxwellcame to New York to take my testimony be-

f6rc a T'niteii States Commissioner, I was given the

original copy of the court proceedings, wltich con-

rained a copy of Maxwell's alleged play and of
"Ambition." in order that 1 might testify as to

their similarity. I found Maxwell's alleged play
an inchoate jumble of feeble dialogue, chopped
Into ttiree acts, containing no sustained interest,
no comedy worthy the name, no climaxes of value,
no characterizations of novel or even tolerable
quality.obviously the labored .effort of one ig-
noranr of even common rules of stagecraft.a manuscriptwhich I would unhesitatingly pronounce
unsuitable for stage production, and containing not
a single idea which even a novice would consider
as a possible has:* for a play.
There were four resemblances, as 1 testified to

on my examination.both plays were in three acts,
both were typewritten, both were laid in Washingtonand contained well-known Washington charactersand in each one of the characters makes a

comment upon the heat, Beyond these remarkable
points of resemblance both plays differed as widely
as Xnthan Hale and Sam Jack's latest. I have
never seen one of-Sam Jack's artistic productions,
bur I am confident that I am using a good simile.

lii his second acr' J remember Mr. Maxwell's hero
is forbidden his sweetheart's house by her Irate
father on the logical ground that as be had just
refused a bribe of some thousands of dollars for
his vote, he was an imbecile In business and hence
unworthy the lady. Following this tragic scene

the hero is compelled by Mr. Maxwell to stand
upon me stage twenty niuim.es ami ihm inflowcomedian, who lias just entered. The low
comedian's scene Is entirely foreign to the hero's
dilemma, b.v the way.
Also it| the second act. a minor character, who

did nothing much during the first act but fill up
the stage, delivered a speech on capital and labor
to three characters. This speech filled several
closely printed pages with rumbling sentences, full
of sound and fury, but signifying nothing, and
contained nothing which a trained writer would
not have expressed in three lines. After this remarkableburst of eloquence this orator disapWING

MACHINE.
ner of two-and-twenty, which is a way these
lktitkilki 111 vo H* hi it Willi* tin not :i riri«on

F"*.T . "

make, aiid. gray whiskers on the amateur stage
do not suggest old men.

In the second play, '"Sunshine." by Carrie It.
Schuellerman, half a dozen dainty girls took
picturesque part. It was a rosy, romantic little
thing, all roses and sylvan bowers, and the pupils
had lovely poetle lines to utter, to which nobodylistened but their respective mammas.

There was Queen Valerie, of Castle Fair, who
was enjoying a rose festival, and who finally
accepted the offering of the only man in the
case, a soldier in the Queen's service. Miss Irene
.Melton was the Queen, with uplifted chili.
which tradition says every queen must own-

anda pleasant, sing-song manner of speaking.
Some of the maidens were very' charming, and
did good Mrs. Wheatcroft much credit. Miss
Kate T'pper was particularly commendable, and
Miss Blanche ('oilier displayed a pretty voice
and a prettier face. All the girls, clad in airyfairygowns, danced around the Queen, and
threw paper flowers at her, and there was quite
n commotion unions: tne rona mocners hi me

spectacle. One of the lasses Mrs. Wheateroft
even taught how to wear tights! Miss Ceelle
Murray, page to Her Majesty, appeared In a

dress of ('asino-esqne Impoverishment, and was

as easy as though she had never worn any other.
When one thinks of the number of'accomplished
actresses who have written articles on "My
flrsi experience in figltls." to the tune of acute

psychological sensations. Miss Murray may be
said, to be a marvel.

It was jti the third play. "Shadow.-' that the
mosi "promising" actress appeared. Her name

was Bertha K. Franklin, and site played a smalt
pj.rt, in which the emotions of a five-act drama
were crowded into ten minutes, with excellent
results. Here is a young woman who may make
Mrs. Wheateroft'* name potent, for in her work I

ilnn-ni'B of concession anrl exneession that were

('rude at times was Miss Franklin,
and a trifle uncertain of herself, but she was the

only girl on the programme who made me forget
that I was watching a collection of young persons
anxious to learn how to act. Little Miss Agues
Law-ton. in this gloomy little drama, also did some
good work as one of those wretched children who
die. and' see angels before they are finally extinPewey

is a bigger man than I am.".Washington
Star.

He Wasn't Afraid.
Her Papa.You must remember, sir. that my

naugnrer nas oeen useu to an anuospuyre <n ieflnemertt.
The Young M£n.Yes, she told me the other

night that 'the perfume she uses costs $2.40 an

ounee. hut I know where I can get a big discount
on the sftme stuff..Chicago News.

4.ppreh en a I we.
"I must strenuously object," said Senator Sorghum."to the insinuation that I ever bought my

seit in the Senate."
"It is rather embarrassing."
"I should say so. A lot of fellows who would

stand b.t me on general principles will hear about
it. And then maybe ther wont vote for me unless
I pay 'em.".Washington Star,

other. no loss than seventeen times, that we don't
want. Imperialism. Would you mind answering
one question?"
"Certainly not."
"Who says we do want it?". Washington Star.

Maidenly Consent.
"May I not press a kiss upon those rosebud

lips?" be asked, trembling.
She looked shyly down.
"Oh. you might tear off a few"' she faltered,

with demure reserve.
For while he had sunk no colliers at Santiago,

he had partaken of embalmed beef at Chicknraauga.to say nothing of wearing his whiskers
like Hobsou's..Detroit Journal.

v ^
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to stroke their foreheads when grieved and how to

laugh as though they were amused. And pro.
fessional critics have been invited to watch them
and have accepted the invitation. And right here
I may as well say that I have seen men and women
on the professional stage with less ease and less
ability. But when you come to think of it. it is
really not much more amusing watching actors and
actresses made than it would he'to see scenery
painted, or costumes cut out, or plays constructed,
or criticisms written. I wonder what. Mrs. Wheatcroft'spupils would have said if they had been
invited to see me learning how to write!

ALAN DALE.

A tlislenriiiiK Word.
"Mister." said the man with fringv whiskers.

"I've joined the crowd uninvited, but you were

talking so loud I couldn't help being interested.
I want to understand thoroughly and be fair and
unprejudiced. Von have said, in one form'or an-

them. And If I haven't those Interests at heart
I should declare lhat these afternoons are simply
delightful, and, like Oliver Twist, ask for a second
serving.
Perhaps the simplest way to regard them Is the

best. Here is a batch of boys and girls who want
to act. Here Is the talented lady to whom they
apply.herself an actress of experience.willing to
teach them ill the tricks she knows. Behold the
batch of boys and girls, displayed before an audienceof mammas and aunts, and note their efforts
to say their lessons nicely. They have learned
how to express emotion, how to sit down speetaeularlv.how to utter poetic speeches poetically, how

ALAN DALE ON THE WHEATCROFTMATINEE.

guished. Among the men In this piece was Mi*.
Hague Booth, who has a good deal of that power
which we call making a noise. Two character
parts were rather agreeably played by Lefroy
Lough and Wllllson H. Hayes.
Mrs. Wheatcroft. appeared and said a few words

so charmingly that it was easy to see that her
pupils had a good model, which none of them have
as yet been able to copy.
These pupils' matinees are rather saddening for

all except the Immediate relatives. There are so

many actors and actresses in this world that it
seems cruel to turn loose a crowd of intelligent
young men and women upon a surfeited public.
In the eyes of the mammas I feel sure that every
girl is a Bernhardt and every youth an Irving, but
maternal eyes are proverbially prejudiced, and the
eyes of t lie critic are so very different. In fact,
the duties of the critic on these occasions are not
at all clear. 1 really don't know what T am supposedto say about these matinees. If I have the
interests of the drama at heart I presume that I
ouarht to lie verv heavy and melancholy about

whom thov submitted their puling screeds of stealingthe theme and giving it to the great Bisson to
handle.

I defy Mr. Maxwell and his alleged experts to
<l»ow any resemblance between "Ambition" and his
alleged play.other than that both are laid In
Washington, and that in each there figures a negro
servant and several Congressmen. Ao doubt in his
ignoranee of stage matters Mr. Maxwell did not
know that there have been many plays upon Washingtonlife, all using these same characters. "For
Congress. rhe Mighty Dollar." "The Senator."
"The Wife," "Aristocracy," "The Capitol".the
list is long. Why should Goodwin tiptoe to NewYorkwith the grand idea that a play might, be
laid in Washington and have negroes and Congressmenin it. only after seeing Mr. Maxwell's
surprising work?
And then as to the damning fact that I changed

my play from four acts to three.does Mr. Maxwellclaim that he had' a patent on the three-act
measure*? if so. how does he explain the fact tha;
long before he wrote his alleged play I had "The
Butterflies" upon the stage, in three acts.

I do not think for one moment that the verdict
will stand. It is as monstrous a monument to jury
imbecility as exists in the annals.- I do not believe
Mr. Goodwin ever saw Maxwell's play. I know
tluC he never mentioned it to me, or any scene,
character or line .-is a suggestion for "Ambition,"
which with all its faults and merits was at least
my own. And I know nothing of plays or of playmakingif the alleged drama which I read in tne
court proceedings Is worth nine cents, either to a
manager, an actor or a playwright.

HENRY GUY CARLETON.

ah tup ciaiiits are lu-ua.v, you k" hi, say a
word 1o your hostess and go to supper and get
->ut. It is nothing more nor less than a big
restaurant.

CHOLLY KNICKERBOCKER.

PLAYWRIGHT'S PLEA PROTESTINGAGAINST PLAGIARISM.

pears as a high light in the play- Ills mission sadly
nut tirmly done. Other evidences of Mr. Maxwell's
skill were as conspicuously valuable.
Of course, it is not known generally that plays

depend almost entirely for success upon the skill
with which their theme has been handled. Nearly
every theme imaginable has been handled and rehandledin a hundred plays. Take Bisson's everlastingsubject conjugal jealousy. A thousand
plays were written upon that theme before he was
horn.a thousand have been contemporaneous with
Ills. Yet. I fancy that ren thousand French Maxwellshave glowed With secret pride, conceiving the
brilliant idea of writing a play niton conjugal jealousy,and have writhed with rage, seeing afterwarda Bisson farce, aiul accused managers to

I PH) ye sleepye newporte
I LK, towne to awaken.

eet asked, she sent, so the legend runs, Mrs.
I>e Forest on that mission.

Hut Mrs. Oelriclis was firm. She was absoutelyindependent. She asked no one for whom
die did not care, or who had not been civil to
her, so this one person did not go to the ball.

A >wlHint,,, .1,1 ,.,^1

not one of them was forgotten.
It was all so strange to New York, this frank

manner and this spirit, in which there was not
the shadow of snobbishness.
And to-day Mrs. Oelriohs's position in the

social world is very much above that of this
spinster, who seems to have lost prestige, and to
ie now not even a leader in the "upper middle
lass."

4
*

*

LEXTEX amusements are being
ana nf*ed. and cards will be the

jJrtgifVA chief diversion. Poker parties will

H \V be among these, and one usually
^ loses or wins enough money in

Lent to qualify his going on the
Stock Exchange.

Already we are in training for these matches,
and whist aud seven hand euchre affairs are

raining down upon us.

Frizes, however', are not so desirable as cash.
>ind tlie prize custom reminds one too much of
the suburbs, with jts progressive euchre and
ill that.

It: seems strange that we have to go back
in suburban amusements. I wonder why the old
Rnglish custom is not adopted and card rooms
irranged at balls for ali the dowagers -and ellerlvpersons who want to play7


